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Am by the names of Aluel Bol, a South Sudanese and a mother of six children living in Uganda.
| was born on 10™ October 1983 in Awiel. In that year a war taking place between the Arabs and
the people of Southern Sudan. Due to this, my family left to the Northern Sudan in search of
peace. In Sudan my family found peace and that is where | grew up. My entire family lived there
as well, and the country was politically stable. | later on got married in 1999 to the father of my
children. But around 2003, the war started in Sudan and many people lost their lives and others
displaced. This war was the first war | witnessed in my life.

Due to the increasing political instability, my family was again on a run, and we all fled to Egypt
to find peace in 2003. In Egypt | gave birth to my first child and by that time there was no war. 2
years later a conflict between the Egyptians and the South Sudanese took place where very
many people were killed, and others displaced. The Egyptians had become frustrated because
of the increasing number of Sudanese immigrants into their country and hence the conflict.

Once again, | had to seek for a better life for my family because | never wanted my children to
grow up in such an environment of uncertainty. In 2007, along with my family, we went to Israel
and the Israelite government was kind enough to welcome us. They provided temporary shelter
to us where we lived for a few months. As time went on, | got used to the country and made
some friends and with their help | got a job. My husband also got a job and we both started
working.

We rented a new house in Tel Aviv and then we lived our happy life in Israel. The weather was
relatively good, and the people were so hospitable. This life was beyond my dreams and much
more that | had ever expected. However, in 2012, a decision was taken for all South Sudanese
in Israel to be deported back home by the government. | was happy to hear about it because |
have become homesick, and South Sudan had just gained her independence in 2011.
Nevertheless, did | know this was going to change my life.

In 2012 | landed in Juba South Sudan, and | was so happy, because it was my first time to see it
having left year back as a child. However, the environment in Juba was not friendly due to the
much sunshine and sicknesses such as malaria followed. Above all, a year later, in 2013, a war
broke out between the government and a rebel leader. This led to massive loss of lives,
destruction of property and displacement of people as some other families who came from

Israel went missing.

We were just living between life and death as poverty followed and at this point, all | could think
of were my children because of the malnutrition having never experienced such life. But as it is
said, there is light at the end of every tunnel, an organization from Israel known as “BECOME”
came to our aid. They provided transport to all families that were coming from Israel and by
2014 we were brought to Uganda. Not only did “BECOME?” bring us to Uganda but have since
then been providing education to our children. | wholeheartedly extend much thanks to
“BECOME?” for the support they have rendered to my family. | don’t know how my life would
have been today had it not been for “BECOME”.
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