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It all started the day we landed in Juba airport. It was a lot different than | pictured in my mind. Getting
used to the new environment was a major problem not only to me but to the family at large, from the
scorching heat of the sun to the rational electricity it felt like a nightmare | wanted to wake from. The
first weeks | remember vividly we used to ask my mom all the time that when would we leave and go
back to Arad to which she would reply “hopefully soon”. | couldn’t fit in to my new surrounding because
of a language barrier, | could speak mainly Hebrew, a bit of Arabic and my mother tongue. And for many
days | wondered if I'll ever see my friends back in Israel again.

Fast forward to a year later to 2013 after all the hustle and bustle we slightly started to get familiar with
our environment, and with a blink of an eye things took turn for the worst. | still remember that day
clearly like it was yesterday, it started off as regular night. We had supper and went to sleep, not so long
after that when started gunshots and screams of people. Me and my siblings rushed to hide under the
bed terrified and shaking in fear. Mom ran to our room quickly to check on us. Although she kept
reassuring us that it was a simple matter, | could see the fear in her eyes and stayed up all night praying.
For the next few days matters only worst, the gunfire, explosions, screams and the crying left all of us
traumatized as witnessing things no child should ever go through. We would run to safety at the UN
base in Juba where we would have to leave a few days later for safety and go to a refugee camp north of
Kenya known as Kakuma.

Upon arriving in Kakuma, things didn’t start of well for my family. My little passed away in the first two
months of arriving in the camp due to iliness. Those were the hardest moments of my life.

Life at the camp was just starting from scratch again, we lost the little we had during the civil war. There
were no good schools, poor health care facilities, the camp was way worse than Juba was, and we would
just manage with whatever little food provided by the UNHCR. We were only living with our mother at
the time, and her left alone to cater for us with no support. It was really hard on her. | remember nights
when should be up crying at night and praying for things to fine again one day. But her hope for a better
fueled me to push and put that extra effort in my books and through all that we have been through, |
can bring the change to my family.

| completed my primary school with a good pass mark, although it wasn’t the very top in my school, I'm
proud to say | was among the ten highest scoring in our school. | lost hope for high school because we
couldn’t afford the school fees. That’s when God shined some light on us, and | got a scholarship for high
school from COME TRUE PROJECT. Thanks to this scholarship, they paid for the school fees and catered
for my every need for my whole high school to which I’'m forever grateful. And studying in Uganda
helped me a lot, | got reunited with some of my old friends back when we were kids and it also shapes
my perspective of life.

| completed my high school last year and I’'m now enrolled in university under the BECOME UNIVERSITY
SCHOLARSHIP PROJECT. I'm pursuing a career in Public Health now, and I’'m very happy | got this
opportunity from this wonderful organization. One day | hope to also give back to the community the
same way | got this opportunity.
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